
Hello everyone: 
Please see the message below from our Provincial President advising the extension 
of the deadline for the instructed vote to March 2022. This is very good news, 
as the problem, at present, with most councils was the inability to meet, to conduct 
the vote. 
Blessings, Maria. 

From: Ontario Provincial President <presidentontario@gmail.com> 
Sent: January 20, 2021 1:22 PM 
To: Ontario Provincial President <presidentontario@gmail.com> 
Subject: 2021 National Instructed Vote - Action Required 
  
This email is bcc'd to all diocesan presidents in Ontario to be shared with your 
parish presidents and the all OPC officers and Archbishop Marcel for your 
information. 

The presenters of Friday's webinar on the Instructed Vote had a practice session 
yesterday and shared experiences about the high levels of anxiety and discomfort 
being felt across the country. Parish councils in many, if not most, areas will still be 
unable to meet to conduct a vote for some months. Those parish councils that can 
meet are facing a situation where their members are not comfortable with 
gathering. The majority of councils have expressed concerns around the timing of 
the amendments, how they are to gather safely, how to conduct a vote if they 
cannot gather, and how they can best facilitate members to give voice to their 
opinions. 
  
These votes are on critical matters impacting the League for many years to come, 
and every member must be given the best possible opportunity to 
participate. Accordingly, the board overwhelmingly supports extending the 
deadline for instructed voting at the parish level to March 2022, with the 
diocesan, provincial and national instructed votes taking place in spring/
summer 2022. 
  
The impact of the extension for the parishes, and the deferral for the other levels 
would mean that implementation of these decisions would take place effective 
January 2023, instead of January 2022 as planned. 

The health and safety of all members is the primary concern of the national board. 
Please pass this information on to all parish councils as soon as possible. If any 
council has already sent in their instructed vote the decision will be held until 
annual meetings in 2022. 
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